
Key Stage 1 SATs and Phonics

meeting for parents



Why Phonics? 

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the sounds 

within words.

Phonics is currently the main way in which children in all British primary schools are 

taught to read.

Phonic knowledge is essential when reading new or unfamiliar words. Therefore, a 

continuation of phonics practise is essential for the children to develop into 

successful readers and writers. 



Some Definitions 

A phoneme

This is the smallest unit of sound in a 

word.

c a t

d i sh 

You hear a phoneme



The grapheme could be 1 letter, 2 letters or 

more! 

t            ai igh

Children need to practise recognising the 
grapheme and saying the phoneme that it 
represents.

You see a grapheme

A grapheme

These are the letters that represent 

the phoneme. It is how we write the 

sound.
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1. Learning the letter 

sounds – the letter sounds
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Correct 

pronunciation of 

the sounds is 

essential.  The 

sounds do not 

have an /uh/ 

sound at the end.  

E.g. sss not suh

P not puh



1. Learning the letter 

sounds – digraphs
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Digraphs are two letters that make one sound.



1. Learning the letter 

sounds – alternative 

spellings
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The alternative spellings of the vowel sounds:

(rain) (play) (flame)

(feet)

(boat)

(leaf) (these)

(snow) (bone)



Phonics screening

 Children have participated in the 

phonics screening at the end of Year 

One.

 If the children did not achieve the 

required result, they will take the test 

again in Year Two – June 2023.



Key Stage 1 SATs 

Sats (Standard Assessment 

Tests) measure children’s 

educational achievement in 

years 2 and 6.



Assessment

 Assessed in two ways – tests and teacher assessment.

 The tests are to inform teacher assessment. Teacher assessment is 

reported to the Local Authority at the end of June.

 At the end of Year 2, children will take tests in:

• Reading

• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

• Maths

 The tests are due to take place in May 2023.



Reading
 The reading test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 – Contains a selection of texts totalling between 400 and 700 words with questions 

about the text.

• Paper 2 – Contains a reading booklet of a selection of passages totalling 800 to 1100 words. 

Children will write their answers to questions about the passage in a separate booklet. 

 Each paper is worth 50% of the marks and should take approximately 30 minutes to 

complete, although the children are not being assessed at working at speed so will not be 

strictly timed. 

 The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction and get progressively more 

difficult towards the end of the test.

 Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s 

reading.

 Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require short answers and 

some require an extended response or explanation.



Reading- sample questions

Find and copy questions

Open-ended questions



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

 The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: Spelling - Pupils to spell 20 missing words within a test 

booklet. The test is expected to take approximately 15 minutes to 

complete, but is not strictly timed. 

• Paper 2: Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary - A combined 

question and answer booklet focusing on pupils’ knowledge of 

grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Pupils will have approximately 

20 minutes to complete the questions in the test paper, but it is not 

strictly timed. 



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar-

sample questions

Spelling

Within the assessment, the spelling words are read out to the 

children to fill into the gaps within the sentences. In this 

example, the missing spelling words are: pack, sky, shell and

baby.



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar-

sample questions

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary Paper



Mathematics

 Paper 1: Arithmetic - Lasts approximately 20 minutes (but this is not 

strictly timed). It covers calculation methods for all operations.

 Paper 2: Reasoning - Lasts for approximately 35 minutes. Pupils will 

still require calculation skills and questions will be varied including 

multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or 

drawing a shape. Some questions will also require children to show or 

explain their working out.



Mathematics- sample questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Mathematics- sample questions

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning



How to help your child

 Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

 Support your child with any homework tasks- reading daily and 

practising spellings and maths facts.

 Talk to your child about the book(s) they are reading (the character, 

the plot, their opinion). There are key questions in the school planners 

for both fiction and non-fiction texts.



Any questions?


