
 

 

Thornhill Primary School 

Year 6 

Medium Term Planning  

 
 

 

English 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Writing Fiction and Poetry 
Story writing/ imaginative 
writing- Fiction- Holes 
(class text) link. 

 
 

Non-Fiction 
Persuasive writing-to write 
a leaflet to advertise a 
product. 
Instructions  

 

Handwriting 
Revision of correct pencil 
grip/ pen grip. 
Revision of all letter shapes 
and joins. 
To continue to practise in 
handwriting books. 

Fiction and Poetry 
Mystery story-to create 
their own spooky story with 
twists and flashbacks. 
Poem- to write their own 
humorous poem. 

 
Non-Fiction 
Journalistic writing-News 
report linked to Holes. 
Non-chronological report 

Fiction and Poetry 
Recount-to recount a 
day in the life of a 
soldier on the front line. 
Stories with humour- to 
write a story based upon 
the premise of 
‘Billionaire Boy’ by David 
Walliams. 

 
Non-Fiction 
Biography-to write a 
biography for a famous 
figure in WW2. 
Comparison of work by 
significant authors- 
Roald Dahl. 

Grammar & Parts of speech Pronouns Clauses 

Punctuation Verbs (regular and 
irregular) 

Capital Letters 
Direct speech 

Complex sentences 
Brackets and hyphens 

 Sentences (active and Nouns (concrete and Apostrophes 

 passive) abstract) (contractions and 

 Adverbs Adjectives (prefixes and possessive nouns) 

 Phrases suffixes) Standard English 

 Nouns (singular and plural)  Paragraphs. 

Spelling -cious and –tious endings. 

-cial and –tial endings. 
-ant/ancy and –ent/ency 
- ible and -able endings. 

Adding suffixes to words 
ending in –fer. 
Use of the hyphen. 
‘I’ before ‘e’ rule and 
exceptions. 
‘ough’ letter string. 

Plurals 
Words with silent 
letters. 
Homophones 



    

Comprehension Guided reading groups. 
Reading, vocabulary and 
understanding linked to 
our class text- ‘Holes.’ 
Weekly comprehension 
lesson- linking to a wide 
range of topics and 
covering a variety of text 
types. 
KS2- 10-Minute Tests- 
Reading- to improve pace 
and understanding of a 
range of texts. 
Focus on retrieval, 
deduction, inference and 
being able to justify 
opinions. 
Comprehension Express 10 
wk Programme to develop 
specific comprehension 
skills. 

Guided reading groups. 
Reading, vocabulary and 
understanding linked to our 
class text- ‘Holes.’ 
Weekly comprehension 
lesson- linking to a wide 
range of topics and 
covering a variety of text 
types. 
KS2- 10-Minute Tests- 
Reading- to improve pace 
and understanding of a 
range of texts. 
Focus on retrieval, 
deduction, inference and 
being able to justify 
opinions. 

Guided reading groups. 
Reading, vocabulary and 
understanding linked to 
our class text- ‘Holes’. 
Weekly comprehension 
lesson- linking to a wide 
range of topics and 
covering a variety of text 
types. 
KS2- 10-Minute Tests- 
Reading- to improve 
pace and understanding 
of a range of texts. 
Focus on retrieval, 
deduction, inference 
and being able to justify 
opinions. 

Reading Guided reading groups. 
Use of class texts- ‘Holes 
Clockwork, River Boy 
Skellig’. 
School reading scheme- 
children working through 
the stages by reading both 
at school to an adult and at 
home. 
Use of reading diaries. 
Comprehension activities. 

 
Accelerated Reader 

 
Bedrock Vocabulary 
development 

Guided reading groups. 
Use of class texts- ‘Holes 
Kasper prince of cats’, 
School reading scheme- 
children working through 
the stages by reading both 
at school to an adult and at 
home. 
Use of reading diaries. 
Comprehension activities. 

 
Accelerated Reader 

 
Bedrock Vocabulary 
development 

Guided reading groups. 
Use of class texts- 
‘Holes, Letters from the 
Lighthouse.’ 
School reading scheme- 
children working 
through the stages by 
reading both at school 
to an adult and at home. 
Use of reading diaries. 
Comprehension 
activities. 

 
Accelerated Reader 

 
Bedrock Vocabulary 
development 

Speaking & 
Listening 

Drama- Pitch for invented 
product. 
Hot seating- taking on the 
role of the main characters 
from ‘Holes’ 
Class Assembly. 

Conscience ally-link to class 
text. 

Class Assembly. 

End of Year Leavers 
Production-children 
create script, set 
designs, discuss 
dialogue, learn lines and 
perform. 

 
The Fiver Challenge 
‘Dragons Den style pitch 
to investors’ 



Maths 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Number Four Number Operations 
(addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division). 
Place Value (10 000 000) 
Number sequences. 
Rounding. 
Using negative numbers. 
Number and practical 
problem solving. 
Prime Numbers. 
Simplify fractions. 
Compare and order 
fractions. 
Finding percentages. 
Working with decimals. 
Solving problems using 
money. 

To solve multi-step word 
problems using all 4 
number operations. 
Using estimation to check 
accuracy of work. 
Add and subtract fractions. 
To convert between 
improper fractions and 
mixed numbers. 
Ratio and Proportion. 
Algebra- using simple 
formulae and to describe 
linear number sequences. 

To multiply and divide 
fractions. 
Recall and use 
equivalences between 
simple fractions, 
percentages and 
decimals, in different 
contexts. 
Ratio and Proportion- 
problem solving. 
Algebra-equivalent 
expressions and number 
puzzles. 

Measurement, 
Geometry & 

Statistics 

Converting units of 
measure. 
Using the converting of 
units of measure to solve 
problems. 
To find perimeter of 
shapes. 
Using formulae for area 
and volume. 
Draw 2D shapes using given 
dimensions and angles. 
Coordinate- 4 quadrant 
grids. 

Calculate, estimate and 
compare volumes of cubes 
and cuboids. 
Recognise and build simple 
3D shapes-making nets. 
Finding missing angles. 
Draw and translate simple 
shapes- and reflect them in 
the axis. 

Illustrate and name 
parts of a circle- using 
correct vocabulary. 
Interpret and construct 
pie charts and line 
graphs to solve 
problems. 
Calculate the mean, 
mode, median and 
range. 



Science 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Scientific 
Enquiry & 

Investigation 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

 
 

Evolution and Inheritance 

Light 

 
Animals including Humans 

Electricity 

Knowledge & 
Understanding 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

Describe how living things 
are classified into broad 
groups according to 
common observable 
characteristics and based 
on similarities and 
differences, including 
microorganisms, plants and 
animals 
Give reasons for classifying 
plants and animals based 
on specific characteristics 

 
 

Evolution and Inheritance 
Recognise that living things 
have changed over time 
and that fossils provide 
information about living 
things that inhabited the 
Earth millions of years ago 
Recognise that living things 
produce offspring, but 
normally offspring vary and 
are not identical to their 
parents 
Identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their environment and that 
adaptations lead to 
evolution 

Light 
Recognise that light 
appears to travel in straight 
lines 
Use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to 
explain that objects are 
seen because they give out 
or reflect light into the eye 
Explain that we see things 
because light travels from 
light sources to our eyes or 
from light sources to 
objects and then to our 
eyes 
Use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to 
explain why shadows have 
the same shape as the 
objects that cast them 

 
 

Animals including Humans 
Identify and name the main 
parts of the human 
circulatory system and 
describe the functions of 
the heart, blood vessels 
and blood 
Recognise the impact of 
diet, exercise, drugs and 
lifestyle on the way their 
bodies function 
Describe the ways in which 
nutrients and water are 
transported within humans 
(and other animals) 

Electricity 
To associate the 
brightness of a lamp or 
the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and 
voltage of cells used in 
the circuit 
To compare and give 
reasons for variations in 
how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and 
the on/off position of 
switches 
To use recognised 
symbols when 
representing a simple 
circuit in a diagram 



Computing 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Computer Science  

Scratch- Programming: to design and 

create a program. To make own 

animations. Use conditional sentences 

(when/then) to program objects 

Scratch 

 

E-SAFETY:  
Know how to reduce the risks 
posed by using Social Media by 
managing their friends lists and 
privacy settings 
 

To know that having a healthy balance 
of online and offline activities is 
important for health 

 
 
Information Technology 
Use of Microsoft package to present 
research and learning. Create an 
interactive Power Point 
presentation 
 
 

Computer Science 

KODU- to invent a game using 
programming software 
Develop an on-screen game in Kodu 
such as “Space Invaders” Include 
movements and scoring. 

 
Be able to explain what a program 

might do and accurately predict the 

effect of changes 

 
 

E-SAFETY:  

Know how to validate information 

found through searches by checking 

more than one source. 

Know that search results can be 

manipulated by sponsorship and 

advertising. 

 

Computer Science 

Use of Microbits – simple 
programming using Microbits 
Lightbot / Cargo bot apps 
Sequencing Instructions – 
procedures and developing 
efficiency 

 
E-SAFETY: 

Know that some news is ‘fake.’ 

Know that it is illegal to post or 

view ‘rude’ images of children. 

Know that hacking or misusing 

someone else’s account is illegal 

– Game On 

Information Technology 

Create a ‘Blitz’ Newspaper front 

cover story linked to Literacy 

Garage Band – create WW2 

music 

 

History 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Knowledge 

Iron Age 
Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, 
farming, art and culture. 
Changes from Stone Age to Iron Age. 

 
Skills 

Present information in an organised and 
clearly structured way and in the most 
effective/appropriate manner.  

Knowledge 
The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
The achievements of the earliest 
civilizations. 

 
Skills 

Use timelines to demonstrate 
changes in developments in culture, 
technology, religion and society. 
Accurate use of key terms and 
dates  

Knowledge 
Anglo-Saxons 

Anglo-Saxon invasions, 
settlements and kingdoms: place 
names and village life. 

Skills 
 

Analyse a range of source material to 
promote evidence about the past  

 

Knowledge 
Edward the Confessor and his 

death in 1066 
The Viking/ Anglo-Saxon struggle 
leading to the events of 1066. 
 
 

Skills 
Order the main periods of British, 
local and world history and make 
connections between them.  

Knowledge 
WW2 

To understand the chronology 
and key events leading to the 
start of the war and to 
research about life in that era. 

Skills 
Order the main periods of 
British, local and world history 
and make connections between 
them Select the most 
appropriate source of evidence 
for particular task. 

 
Knowledge 

Local Study: Agriculture 
A local case study of the 
importance of agriculture to 
the area. 

 
Skills 

Uses timelines to demonstrate 
changes and developments. 
Explore trends that have 
developed over time in Britain 



Geography 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Locational Knowledge 

Knowledge 

Revise and locate – 
- Shildon 
- regions in the UK 
- Counties in the UK 
- Countries in the UK 
- Capital cities in the UK 
- Seas surrounding the UK 
- major rivers and mountains of the UK 
- Continents 
- 5 oceans of the world  
- Major countries of the World 

 
Knowledge 

8 point compass.   
6 figure grid references. 
latitude and longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Topics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night).  
Primary Atlas Activity Book   
Pages – 6, 12, 13, 

Skills 
Reading eight point compass 
Reading six figure grid references 
Use an atlases and globes to identify 
the position and significance 

Place Focus  
Knowledge  

Place Focus – North and South 
America  
To investigate the key features of 
North and South America and 
compare the human and physical 
features.   

To compare the human features of a 
region in North America.  
Arizona and New York – tourism   
To compare the human features of a 
region in South America  
To compare the physical features of 
a region in North America.  
To compare the physical features of 
a region in South America  
Primary Atlas Activity Book   
Pages – 22 and 23  

 
Skills 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/ computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

Use photographs, digital images 
and research technology to 
investigate and compare new 
places.  

Knowledge 
Water Cycle 

Physical geography- 
understanding the WATER 
CYCLE. 

Skills 
Draw an annotated diagram 
of the Water CYCLE. 

 
Knowledge 
Fieldwork 

Traffic Survey - sustainable 
transport, global issue.  

 
 
Skills 

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present information in the 
local area using a range of 
methods. Road Safety – 
working near traffic 
Observation 
Complete a tally chart 
Draw and interpret bar graphs 
Identify trends 
Summarise findings 
Draw conclusions / impacts 
from data analysis 



Art 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Knowledge 

Textile and Collage - Weaving using 
a card loom linked to Bronze Age 

Skills 
Threading needle 

 
Knowledge 

Printing – making Christmas 
wrapping paper 

Skills 
Design and create motifs and shapes. 

Inscribe into neoprene sheets (10x10 

cms), cut out and stick onto cardboard. 

Use these to repeat prints to cover 

larger areas. 

Knowledge 
Working with colour: tone and 
tint  

Skills 

Recognition of tinting and tone when 

painting. Ability to work with 

complementing and contrasting 

colours. 

Knowledge 
Sculpture: To create plasticine 
mold and Plaster of Paris form 

Skills 
Research of 3d forms through 

collecting visual stimuli to inform 

design. Use of craft knives to score 

and manipulate mounting board into 

form. Manipulate malleable qualities 

before beginning work. 

Knowledge 
Drawing/ Mark Making: 
observational drawing. Still 
life, Tessellation 

Skills 

To use different grades of pencil 
to create shading effects. 

 
Knowledge 

Famous Artist:  
 
A study on: 
Banksy. 
Thomas Berwick – local artist 

 
 

 

Design & Technology 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Knowledge 

Mechanical systems: Automata 
(Visit to Bowes Museum)  
Know how much products cost to make, 
how sustainable and innovative they 
are. 

 
Skills 

Investigate and analyse a 
range of existing products.  

 
 
Knowledge 

Sewing: A Christmas Stocking 
Skills 

Use a metal needle   
Thread a metal needle   
Cut felt using fabric scissors   
Sew a button onto product   
Different coloured cotton   
Compare product to the design 
specification and suggest 
improvements. 
Generate, develop, model and 
communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional diagrams, prototypes and 
pattern pieces   
 

 

Knowledge 
Cookery: Making a Chinese Meal – 
Stir Fry  
Know that foods contain different 
substances that are needed for 
health. Understand how food is 
processed into ingredients that can 
be eaten or used in cooking  
Know that recipes can be adapted to 
change the appearance, taste, 
texture and aroma. 

Skills 
Prepare and cook dishes safely and 
hygienically where appropriate with 
the use of a heat source. Measure 
accurately using grams. Confidently 
and accurately  peel, chop, slice, 
grate, mix, knead and spread 
ingredients. Follow a detailed recipe 
independently.  
 

Knowledge 
Make traditional Fairground Ride  
Understand how pulleys and gears 
create movement. 

Skills 
Plan the order of their work, 
choosing appropriate materials, tools 
and techniques   
Critically evaluate the quality of 
design, manufacture and fitness for 
purpose of their product.  

Knowledge 
Structure: Analysis of WWII 
buildings –Anderson Shelter.  
 

Skills 
Adding additional pieces.  
Accurately apply a range of 
finishing techniques. Select 
from and use a wider range of 
tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks 
accurately e.g cutting, shaping, 
joining and finishing.  
 

Knowledge 
Secondary School visit – 

 (Yr 7 transition) 
Apply their understanding of 
computing to program, monitor 
and control their products   
Understand how to program a 
computer to monitor changes in 
the environment  
 
Technology Tom  
Learn how to hold a saw 
correctly  
Use/carry a saw safely   
Cut materials using a saw 
Follow procedures for safety 



Religious Education 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Knowledge 
Christianity  
Revision of Yrs1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 and  
Jesus as the Son of God - the 
significance of the incarnation, ministry, 
death and resurrection, showing the 
special nature of Jesus and what this 
means for Christians today [Incarnation 
and Salvation].  
The ministry of Jesus and Christian 
beliefs about Jesus:    
Jesus as teacher - including selected 
parables. Jesus as miracle worker - 
healing miracles, nature miracles. Jesus 
having power to change lives e.g. 
Disciples   
The significance of Durham Cathedral 
(and other important Christian places in 
the North East) as a place for worship, 
pilgrimage and understanding of 
Christian heritage.  
How beliefs are expressed through 
pilgrimage e.g. to Lourdes, Lindisfarne, 
Durham Cathedral, Holy Land  
Introduction to how Christian values 
will affect views on moral issues e.g. the 
environment, care for others.  
Commitment shown through life in a 
monastic community/religious order, 
becoming a priest/vicar/minister  
 
 
Revision of Judaism  
Revision of Islam  
Revision of Hinduism 

 
Skills 
 

Reflecting on feelings, relationships, 
experience, ultimate questions, beliefs 
and practices. 
Considering the thoughts, feelings, 
experiences, attitudes, beliefs and 
values of others   
Developing the ability to identify 
feelings such as love, wonder, 
forgiveness and sorrow   
Seeing the world through the eyes of 
others, and seeing issues from their 
point of view  
Explaining concepts, rituals and 
practices   
Expressing religious views, and 
responding to religious questions 
through a variety of media  
 

Knowledge 

 

Revision of Sikhism and: 

One God: Creator, Sustainer, Truth, 
without image, without fear, 
timeless.   

The Guru Granth Sahib: the 
importance of the holy book as a 
living Guru, how the Guru Granth 
Sahib is treated with reverence and 
respect (through ritual, ceremony, 
artefacts)  

The Amrit ceremony as an 
expression of commitment, 
belonging and identity.  

Introduction to how Sikh values will 
affect views on moral issues e.g. the 
environment, care for others.  

 

Revision of Buddhism and: 
Values of compassion, respect for all 
living things.  
Buddhists are people who 'take 
refuge' in three treasures (or jewels): 
Buddha, Dharma (or Law of Life), 
Sangha (Buddhist community); 
symbol of the three jewels.  
Purpose of Buddhist practice is to be 
free from suffering and experience 
happiness.  
Background – Buddha's life: the four 
signs and the renunciation, years in 
the forest, enlightenment and 
teaching of the middle way, his 
death.   
Buddha as one who is looked to as 
an example.   
Buddha's first teachings: Four Noble 
Truths, Eightfold Path and Five Moral 
Precepts   
Ceremonies connected with 
becoming a monk or a nun.  
Engaging with the Buddhist 
community: monks and laity.   
In some Buddhist communities, 
particularly Theravadan, there is a 
celebration called Wesak – Buddha's 
birth, enlightenment and death. 
The importance of the Buddhist 
community – lay people, monks, 
nuns, priests. How mutual support 

and responsibility is shown.  In some 
communities, people may choose to 
become ordained as monks or nuns.   
In some communities, observing 
strict rules of behaviour (precepts), 
such as being vegetarian.   
How Buddhists follow and live by 
Buddhist moral codes (e.g. Eightfold 
Path, Five Moral Precepts) and how 

Knowledge 

 
What is religion? What 
concepts do religions have in 
common? 

 
Why do people use ritual in 
their lives? 
Compare and contrast all core 
religions and their rituals. 

Skills  
 

Asking relevant questions   
Knowing how to gather 
information from a variety of 
sources   
Knowing what may constitute 
evidence for justifying beliefs in 
religion 
Distinguishing between opinion 
and fact   
Distinguishing between the 
features of different religions   
Linking significant features of 
religion together in a coherent 
pattern   
Connecting different aspects of 
life into a meaningful whole    
Making the association between 
religion and individual, 
community, national and 
international life   
 
  

 



these are shown by individuals and 
the community.   

Skills 
 Drawing meaning from artefacts, 
works of art, music, poetry and 
symbolism   
Interpreting religious language   
Suggesting meanings of religious 
texts   

 

 
 
 

 

French 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge 
What was I like? 
Classroom Routines  
Numbers 1-100  
Physical Description (hair/eyes/size)  
Personality  
Present Tense conjugation of avoir and 
être full paradigm  
J’étais J’avais  
Christmas in France- compare Christmas 
carols   
 
Skills  
Begin to understand how accents 
change letter sounds. Express opinions 
in short conversations Speaking in 
longer sentences, learning to use 
particular sentence structures more 
flexibly to create own sentence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
Daily Routine  
Daily Routine verbs in present tense 
Present tense conjugations of verbs 
(ER/IR/RE) +  
irregulars  
Reflexive verbs 
The negative  
Learn about the Mardi Gras carnival 
in France 
Learn about how Easter and the 
events leading up to it are 
celebrated in France. Compare the 
way Easter is celebrated in the UK 
and France 
 
 
Skills 
Engage in short scripted 
conversations Express an opinion. 
Know how to pronounce a range of 
letter strings. 
Present ideas and information orally 
to an audience.  
Use a book or glossary to find out 
the meanings of new words. Begin to 
read independently. 
Practice reading longer texts aloud, 
containing taught phrases and 
vocabulary.  
 

Knowledge 
Countries  
Modes of transport Adjectives to 
describe transport  
Near future tense + infinitive  
Je vais en/au  
Je ne vais pas  
Presentation on holidays  
 
 
Skills  
Begin to show understanding of 
more complex sentences in 
‘authentic’ conversation, picking 
out specific vocabulary Listen to 
and show understanding of 
more complex sentences in 
‘authentic’ conversation, picking 
out specific vocabulary - 
travel/routine. 
Write a short text on a familiar 
topic, adapting language already 
learnt. Spell commonly used 
words correctly.  
 
 
 
 



Music 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Recorder 
Listening – Analysis of the structure 
of musical pieces 

Recorder 
Listening – Analysis of the 
structure of musical pieces 

Recorder 
Listening – Analysis of the 
structure of musical pieces 

PE 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Tag Rugby 
Orienteering 
Netball 
Football 
Dodgeball 

Basketball 
Gymnastics 
Dance 
Football 
Netball 

Athletics 
Cricket 
Tennis 
Outdoor and Adventurous 

 

Personal Development 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Cycle 1 
New beginnings 
Getting on and Falling out 
Say no to bullying 

 
Cycle 2 
Keeping Safe 
Anti-Bullying 
 

PSED 
Rules in school / Civil and Criminal Law 
BV  
How Britain is governed – democracy 
BV · 
Mini Medic – First Aid 

 
 

Skills 
discussion, debate, verbal 
presentation skills, listening to the 
points of view of others, team work, 
negotiation, personal safety, risk 
awareness 

Cycle 1 
Going for Goals 
Good to be Me 

 
Cycle 2 
Caring for the Environment – 
Global Warming 
Charity – Guide Dogs for the Blind 
 

PSED 
Being responsible – behaviour, risk 
taking, work habits. 
Bereavement · Refugees. 
Growing up revision - Puberty and 
Drugs Education – school nurse to 
support. 

 
Skills 

discussion, debate, verbal 
presentation skills, listening to the 
points of view of others, team 
work, negotiation, personal 
safety, risk awareness 

Cycle 1 
Relationships SRE 
Changes 

 
Cycle 2 
Financial Education 
My Healthy Body SRE 
 

PSED 
Lucinda and Godfrey SRE 
resource  
Safety carousel – links with 
wider community.  
Who support me? - Finding the 
right support.  
Environmental sustainability. 
 

Skills 
discussion, debate, verbal 

presentation skills, listening 
to the points of view of 

others, team work, 
negotiation, personal safety, 

risk awareness 

 


