
Thornhill Primary School 

Year 2 

Medium term plan 

 

 

English 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Writing 

 

 

 

Accurate sentence writing 

using: 

 capital letters and 
full stops 

 simple conjunctions 
(and, then, because) 

 Adjectives, 
nouns, verbs 
 

 

- dictation of sentences 

- recounts – of weekend 

and holiday news, trips 

-character description- 

Plop the Owl 

-fact writing- animals 

-Instruction writing  

-poetry – acrostic poems 

and bonfire night poem 

- letter to Santa 

 

Handwriting: focus on 

correct letter formation 

and letter size.  Ensure 

correct pencil grip 

Accurate sentence writing 

using: 

 capital letters and 
full stops 

 coordinating and 
subordinating  
conjunctions (and, then, 
because, but, when) 

 adverbs 
 

- dictation of sentences 

-description of a setting 

- animal poetry  

- riddles 

- news report about 

explorers 

-biography- explorers  

-Fantastic Mr Fox 

character descriptions 

Handwriting: continue to 

focus on correct letter 

formation and letter size.  

Ensure correct pencil grip, 

seating and paper 

positioning.   

Accurate sentence writing 

using: 

 capital letters and 
full stops 

 a range of 
conjunctions 

 range of grammatical 
features 

 Sentences will 

now vary in 

structure – 

openers, starting 

with a 

conjunction e.g. 

when, also 

 

- recounts – of weekend, 

news, trips etc. 

- stories 

- character description and 

comparison 

 

Handwriting: continue to 

focus on correct letter 

formation and letter size.  

Ensure correct pencil grip, 

seating and paper 

positioning.   

Below is an outline of the curriculum to be taught over the course of Year 2.  

 



Begin to teach joins once 

children are ready. 

 

 

Begin to teach/continue to 

teach joins once children 

are ready.  Most children 

will hopefully be able to 

write with a joined style by 

the end of Year 2. 

Grammar & 

Punctuation 

 

 

- Identify sentence types: 

statement, question, 

command, exclamation. 

- Use capital letters and 

full stops in sentences 

accurately. 

Contractions  

To understand what is 

meant by ‘root word’ 

Learn rules for adding 

plural endings 

To use and understand the 

past tense – learn rules for 

adding past tense endings 

 

Adjectives, nouns, verbs 

 

- Identify sentence types: 

statement, question, 

command, exclamation.   

-Use apostrophes for 

possession. 

-commas in a list 

-expanded noun phrases 

-subordination and 

coordination  

-suffixes  

 

 

Identify sentence types: 

statement, question, 

command, exclamation. 

 

- Use question marks, 

exclamation marks and 

commas in sentences.   

-Use apostrophes for 

possessive (singular) and 

contractions 

Spelling 

 

 

Revision of Year 1 spelling 

rules including alternate 

spellings of long vowel 

sounds. 

- plural rules  

-rules for making verbs 

past tense. 

-ge/dge for /j/ sound after 

short vowel/long vowel/ 

consonant  

- the /dʒ/ sound is often 

(but not always) spelt as 

g before e, i, and y. The 

/dʒ/ sound is always 

- Adding –ed, –ing, –er 

and –est to a root word 

ending in –y with a 

consonant before it 

- Adding the endings – ing, 

–ed, –er, –est and –y to 

words ending in –e with a 

consonant before it 

- Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –

est and –y to words of one 

syllable ending in a single 

consonant letter after a 

single vowel letter 

- al for /or/ sound 

-u spelt o 

- tion at end of words 

-homophones 

- revision of all Year 2 

spelling rules 

 

Spelling of common 

exception words and of 

high frequency words 

 



spelt as j before a, o and 

u 

-c for /s/ sound 

 - kn/gn for /n/ sound 

 - wr for /r/  sound 

- le/el/al for /l/sound and 

rules 

- y for /ie/ at end of words 

- y for /ee/ at end of 

words 

-The y is changed to i 

before –es is added 

 

Spelling of common 

exception words and of 

high frequency words 

 

-ey plurals 

- The /ɒ/ sound spelt a 

after w and qu 

- a for /o/ sound after w 

- or for /ur/ sound after w  

-s sound in television, 

treasure 

- The suffixes –ment, –

ness, –ful , –less and –ly 

- contractions using 

apostrophe 

- irregular past tense 

Spelling of common 

exception words and of 

high frequency words 

 

 

 

Comprehension 

 

 

 

Children take part in weekly focused comprehension sessions with a teacher (nelson) 

and schofield and sims comprehension as well as adult led Guided Reading sessions.  

Children also have a story or poem read to them daily which is discussed as a class. 

- develop pleasure in 

reading, motivation to 

read, vocabulary and 

understanding 

- understand both the 

books that they can 

already read accurately 

and fluently and those 

that they listen to. 

- develop pleasure in 

reading, motivation to 

read, vocabulary and 

understanding 

- understand both the 

books that they can 

already read accurately 

and fluently and those 

that they listen to. 

During Summer term 

children will complete 

more written 

comprehension tasks 

independently. 

Reading  

 

 

 

Children take part in five adult lead reading sessions every week . Children read to a 

teacher on an individual basis as often as possible.  All children take part in a short 

daily phonics sessions where they practise reading the sounds taught and extra 

sessions and practise are provided for children who still need to develop their phonic 

skills. 

The owl who was afraid of 

the dark 

-Fantastic Mr Fox - Peace at last 



Speaking & 

Listening 

 

 

 

Class Assembly 

Role play activities linked 

to stories and  topics 

 

Class Assembly 

Hot Seating linked to 

stories and topics 

News report 

Class Assembly 

Drama activities linked to 

stories and topics 



Maths 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Number 

 

 

 

Children to learn addition and subtraction pairs to 20 by heart – weekly tests on 

number facts.  Weekly mental tests. 

- Count in steps of 2, 3, 5 

and 10 forwards and 

backwards. 

- Recognise the place 

value of each digit in 2-

digit numbers. 

- Compare numbers using 

<, > and = signs. 

- read and write numbers 

to at least 100. 

 

Addition and subtraction: 

- a 2-digit number and 

ones 

- a 2-digit number and 

tens 

- two 2-digit numbers 

- three 1-digit numbers 

- to know the inverse 

relationship between 

addition and subtraction 

 

- Problem solving with 

addition and subtraction 

 

- Recite 2, 5 and 10 times 

tables. 

- Recognise odd and even 

numbers 

Continue with addition 

and subtraction 

 - Develop written 

methods: partitioning and 

empty number lines 

 

Multiplication and division 

with facts from 2, 5 and 10 

times tables.  

- this is first real look at 

division. 

 - Problem solving with 

multiplication and 

division. 

- Look at the relationship 

between multiplication 

and division 

 

- Recite 3 times tables and 

know facts from 2, 5 and 

10 times tables. 

 

- Fractions of shapes and 

numbers. 

- Addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division 

– continue to develop 

written methods. 

 - Column addition and 

subtraction – starting with 

2-digit numbers and 

practical equipment so 

that children understand 

then move to larger 

numbers. 

- Problem solving using all 

4 operations 

 

Recite and recall facts 

from 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10 

times tables.  Recall 

division facts from 2, 5 

and ten times tables 

 

-Revise fractions 

Measurement, 

Geometry & 

Statistics 

Measurement: 

 - Mass – g and kg 

Measurement 

- Capacity – ml and l 

Measurement 

-Length/height – cm and 

m 



 

 

 - Money - £ and p, making 

amounts, problems 

including giving change 

- Time – days of week, 

months of year, minutes in 

a day, days in a week, 

revise ‘o’ clock and half 

past times, ¼ to and ¼ 

past times, compare 

sequences of time 

 

Geometry 

- Shape – properties of 2D 

shapes, line symmetry in 

2D shapes 

 

Statistics 

- pictograms 

 

 

- Money – included in 

weekly problem solving 

-Time – tell time to 5 

minute intervals 

 

Geometry 

- Shape – properties of 3D 

shapes 

- Position and direction – 

pattern and sequence 

using mathematical 

objects 

 

Statistics 

- Block diagrams 

- Simple tables 

- Temperature  

 

Geometry 

- Shape – revision of 2D 

and 3D shapes 

- Position and direction – 

rotation as a turn and in 

terms of a right angle for 

¼ ½ and ¾ turns 

 

Statistics 

- Block diagrams 

- Simple tables 



Science 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Scientific 

Enquiry & 

Investigation 

 

 

 Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in 

different ways observing closely, using simple equipment  

 Carry out pre planned investigation with support  

 Performing simple tests  

 Identifying and classifying  

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions  

 Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.  

 Start to use simple scientific language in context 

Knowledge & 

Understanding 

 

Animals including humans 

(taking care/ growing up)  

Uses of everyday 

materials (Good choices) 

 Knowledge:  

Notice that animals, 
including humans have 
offspring which grow into 
adults  
 
Find out about and 
describe the basic needs 
of animals, including 
humans, for survival 
(water, food, air) 
 
Describe the importance 
for humans of exercise, 
eating the right amounts 
of different types of food, 
and hygiene 
 
Identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard for 
particular uses  
 
Find out how the shapes 

of solid objects made from 

some materials can be 

changed by squashing, 

bending, twisting and 

stretching 

 

Skills: 

Uses of everyday 

materials (Shaping up) 

Living things and their 

habitats (What’s in your 

habitat?) 

 Knowledge: 

Identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard for 
particular uses  
 
Find out how the shapes 

of solid objects made from 

some materials can be 

changed by squashing, 

bending, twisting and 

stretching 

 

Explore and compare the 
differences between 
things that are living, dead 
and things that have never 
been alive  
 
Identify that most living 
things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and 
describe how different 
habitats provide for the 
basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and 
plants, and how they 
depend on each other  
 
Identify and name a 
variety of plants and 

Plants (The apprentice 

gardener) 

Knowledge : 

Observe and describe how 
seeds and bulbs grow into 
mature plants 
 
Find out and describe how 

plants need water, light 

and a suitable 

temperature to grow and 

stay healthy 

 

Skills: 

Use observations and 

ideas to suggest answers 

to questions  

 
Start to use simple 
scientific language in 
context  
 

Ask questions about the 

world around us  

Recognise that 

questions can be 

answered in different 

ways 

 



 

Ask questions about the 

world around us  

Recognise that 

questions can be 

answered in different 

ways 

Identify and classify   
 
Observe and identify, 
compare and describe  
 
Use simple features to 
compare objects, 
materials and living things 
and, with support, decide 
how to sort and group 
them  
 

 

animals in their habitats – 
including microhabitats  
 
Describe how animals 

obtain their food from 

plants and other animals 

using the idea of a simple 

food chain 

Identify and name 

different sources of food 

 

Skills: 

Carry out pre-planned 

investigations – with 

support  

Gather and record simple 

data to help in answering 

questions with support 

where needed  

Identify and classify   
 
Observe and identify, 
compare and describe  
 
Use simple features to 
compare objects, 
materials and living things 
and, with support, decide 
how to sort and group 
them  
 



 

Computing 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Computer Science: 

Algorithms and beebots 

 Digital Literacy:  

Going places safely,  personal 

information, usernames  

IT 

Basic computing skills 

Word  

 

Knowledge: 

To understand that algorithms are 

implemented as programs on 

digital devices 

To know devices that enable 

direct communication between 

people through images and text  

To know what personal 

information is and that they 

should never share this with 

anyone they don’t know. 

To know that they should tell a 

trusted adult if they are upset or 

worried about anything on a 

device. 

 

Skills: 

To program a robot to achieve set 

goals 

To sequence pictures 

To confidently use pointing device 

 

Computer Science: 

Routes and block programming 

 Digital Literacy:  

Hector’s world, CEOP 

IT 

Typing and formatting text 

J2E data handling, puppet pals 

 

Knowledge: 

To make routes using precise 

instructions.   

To understand how block 

programming works 

 To know that they should tell a 

trusted adult if they are upset or 

worried about anything on a 

device. 

 

Skills: 

To begin to use block 

programming to complete a 

simple program (scratch junior) 

To type and format text including 

basic punctuation and capital 

letters  

To add simple images  

 

 

 

Computer Science: 

Debugging devices 

 Digital Literacy:  

Safe search engines  

IT 

PowerPoint, iMovie, photo story 

 

 

Knowledge: 

To use logical reasoning to predict 

the behaviour of simple programs 

To know devices that enable 

direct communication between 

people through images and text 

 

Skills: 

To be able to debug more 

complex problems 

To use Probots to programme 

routes.   

To use key words for searching  

To save, retrieve and print work 

To combine simple text and 

graphics, for instance create a 

poster for a purpose.  

 

 

 



History 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder 

plot 

Knowledge: 

- Who is Guy Fawkes? 

- Why is he a significant 

figure? 

- How does life then differ 

from today? 

 

Skills: 

Ask and begin to answer 

questions about events/ 

significant people/places e.g. 

Why? Why do we have bonfire 

night every year? 

Place 3-5 events or people into 

chronological order using a given 

scale 

 

Toys  in the past 

Knowledge: 

How toys have changed 

Why toys have changed 

Victorian toys, 1900s and now 

Similarities and differences  

Use of time vocabulary 

 Looking at how Christmas in the 

past was different to Christmas 

now 

(visit to Bowes museum ) 

Skills: 

Identify similarities/ differences 

between ways of life in different 

periods using sources to support 

Famous explorers (Ibn Battuta, 

Christopher Columbus, Robert 

Falcon Scott) 

Knowledge: 

Look at changes across the time 

periods- how and why 

has it changed? 

Skills: 

Ask and begin to answer 

questions about events/ 

significant people/places e.g. 

When did Christopher Columbus 

go exploring? 

Identify similarities and 

differences between 

ways of life in different 

periods. 

 

 

Nelson Mandela 

Knowledge: 

Who was Nelson Mandela? 

Why is he a significant figure? 

Contributions to international 

achievements 

Look at range of sources- videos, 

books, photographs 

 

Skills: 

Write simple recounts about main 

events/ people from a significant 

time life of Nelson Mandela 

 

 

The history of transport 

Knowledge: 

- Boats, trains, aeroplanes 

- The Wright brothers 

- The sinking of the Titanic  

Skills: 

Identify similarities/ differences 

between ways of life in different 

periods e.g. past and present 

transport Who? Who invented 

the first aeroplane? 

Draw labelled diagrams and write 

about them to tell others about 

people, objects and events from 

the past e.g. label past and 

present aeroplanes  

 

 

Grace Darling 

Knowledge: 

Who was Grace Darling? 

What was Grace Darling's 

everyday life like?  

What did Grace Darling do to 

make her famous?  

How did Grace Darling become 

famous? 

Why do we remember Grace 

Darling? 

What can we learn from Grace 

Darling's example? 

Local history  

Skills:  

 Place 3-5 events or people into 

chronological order using a given 



 

this e.g. compare Victorian toys 

with modern day toys 

Look carefully at sources to find 

information about the past e.g. 

handle Victorian toys 

Show understanding of some 

ways in which we find out about 

the past and identify different 

ways in which it is represented 

e.g. using can use books, 

photographs, videos, artefacts 

Describe objects, people and 

events e.g. handle past toys and 

describe to peers 

Draw labelled diagrams and write 

about them to tell others about 

people, objects and events from 

the past e.g. drawings of toys 

based on handling artefacts  

 

 

 

 

scale e.g. main events within the 

life of Grace Darling 

Describe objects, people and 

events e.g. look at photographs/ 

drawings of Grace Darling and 

describe 

Write simple recounts about main 

events/ people from a significant 

time life of Grace Darling 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

The United Kingdom- capital 

cities, seas (map skills, human & 

physical, locational) 

Knowledge: 

 Name and locate the four 

countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas.  

To describe the characteristics of 

each capital city 

Skills:  

Locate the UK and name its 

countries and capital cities using a 

map.   

Use maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the UK and its countries. 

 

Identify the characteristics of the 

four countries and capital cities of 

the UK 

Use maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the UK and its countries.  

Use a compass to show the 

direction of North, South, East 

and West 

 

Human and physical features of 

school- Fieldwork 

Knowledge: 

Identify and define human and 

physical features 

Find on school grounds 

Skills:   

Seven continents and five 

oceans. 

Knowledge:  

Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five oceans 

Skills:  

Use maps, atlases and globes to 

identify continents and oceans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa (focus on area in 

contrasting non-European 

country) 

Knowledge: 

Investigate South Africa  

Where is South Africa? 

-What if life like in different parts 

of South Africa? 

Human – Buildings, Trade (gold, 

diamonds), Tourism, currency, 

population 

Physical – Landscape, rivers/lakes, 

coast, desert, climate  

Skills:  

Locate South Africa on a map and 

its key places.  

Understand similarities and 

differences of Shildon and a 

Weather and climate- hot and 

cold areas of the world 

Knowledge: 

Identify hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the Equator 

and the North and South Poles 

Skills:  

Use maps, atlases and globes  

Use a compass to show the 

direction of North, South, East 

and West 

 

 

 

 

Farne Islands 

Knowledge: 

Identify physical and human  

features of Farne Islands 

Understand similarities and 

differences of Shildon and of a 

small area in the UK – Farne 

Island 

Skills: 

Locate the Farnes Islands  

Understand similarities and 

differences of Shildon and of a 

small area in the UK – Farne 

Island 

Identify human feature of Farne 

Islands 

Identify physical features of Farne 

Islands  



 

 

Identifying human features of 

Shildon 

Identify physical features of 

Shildon 

Identifying human and physical 

features of the school and its 

grounds 

 

 

 

 

Work book pgs – 2,3,18,26,27 

  

 

contrasting non-European 

country. 

 

 

 

 

Use aerial photographs to 

compare shildon to the Farne 

Islands 

 

  

 

 

Art 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Mark making 

Knowledge: 

Pencil work and observational 

drawings 

Drawing leaves and trees in 

school grounds 

Skills:  

Draw from observation of objects 
using the outline and some inside 
detail.  
 

Mark making 

Collage/Textiles 

Knowledge: 

Work linked Max Ernst 

Skills:  

Children to collect rubbings from 
around school grounds e.g. 
leaves, concrete, bark, wood, 
brickwork...  Develop tearing, 
cutting and layering paper to form 
imaginative landscapes using 
collected rubbings. 
 

Printing  and working with colour 

Knowledge: 

Sculpture 

Knowledge: 

To make boats using clay 

Skills:   

Use of clay to form models based 
upon observations of 3D forms 
Details and textures added using 
tools to manipulate clay.  
 

 

 

Working with colour- 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge: 

Artist study: L S Lowry Matchstalk 

men 

Skills:  

Choose from a range of images to 
draw in the style of L.S. Lowry. 
 
Choose images to stick into 
sketchbooks.  
 
Use drawings as a basis to form a 
scene by adding to it and building 
it up.  
 
Drawing stick figures and building 
these up to show movement.  
 
Use of scale to show 
larger/smaller. 
 
 
 
 

 

Geometric patterns - link to South 

Africa  

Work of Kandinsky  

Skills:  

Create block prints/ marks based 
upon given images  
 
Explore colour choice and amount 
of paint applied.  
Form images onto different 
coloured/ textured backgrounds.  
 

Mixing primary colours to form 
secondary colours  
 
Experiment with shades of mixed 
colour. 
 
Recognise/ work with  warm and 
cool colour families 
 
Starting to explore the 
relationship between colour and 
moods/ feelings. 
 

Knowledge: 

To create shared paintings 

Skills:  

Applying colour using different 

scales 

Making marks using simple tools, 
experimental works ( cotton 
buds, straws, selection of  
different sized brushes) on 
different surfaces. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Design & Technology 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge: 

Designing and making puppets 

Skills: 

 Identify a purpose for 
what they intend to 
make  

 Develop their ideas and 
label parts of their design 

 Use simple fixing 
materials e.g paper clips, 
tape, glue, staples, 
stitches, weaving  

 Use basic sewing 
techniques with pre-
punched fabric and 
plastic needles  

 Use a plastic needle  

 Thread a needle  

 Use felt that has pre-
punched holes   

 Straight/blanket stitches  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge:  

Baking –Christmas cakes 

Skills: 

 Develop their ideas and 
label parts of their design 

 Follow procedures safely  

 Start to apply skills such 
as mixing and cutting  

 Use appropriate 
equipment to start to 
weigh and measure 
ingredients 

Knowledge: 

Weaving a basket 

Skills: 

 Cut in a straight line  

 Cut out and shape 
materials accurately 

 Assemble, join and 
combine materials and 
components  

 Use a stapler safely to 
join materials together  

 Use simple finishing 
techniques  

 Use basic sewing 
techniques 

 Confidently talk about 
their product   

 Evaluate their ideas and 
products against a design 
criteria identifying 
strengths and 
weaknesses   

 Suggest how their 
product could be 
improved  

 
 

 

 

Knowledge : 

South African jewellery- 

bracelets and necklaces 

Skills: 

 Identify a purpose for 
what they intend to 
make  

 Develop their ideas and 
label parts of their design 

 Select from and use a 

range of tools and 

Knowledge: 

To make moving vehicles 

Skills: 

 Select from and use a 
range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks e.g joining 
and finishing  

 Assemble, join and 
combine materials and 
components  

 Explore, use and 
understand simple 
mechanisms in their 
products e.g wheels and 
axels 

 Know the correct 
technical vocabulary for 
the project they are 
making   

 Confidently talk about 
their product   

 Evaluate their ideas and 
products against a 
design criteria 
identifying strengths and 
weaknesses   

 Suggest how their 
product could be 
improved  

 
 

Knowledge: 

Building animal habitats  

Skills: 

 Identify a purpose for 
what they intend to 
make  

 Develop their ideas and 
label parts of their 
design 



 

 

 Prepare dishes safely and 

hygienically with an 

introduction of a heat 

source  

 Start to apply skills such 

as mixing and cutting   

 Confidently talk about 
their product   

 Evaluate their ideas and 
products against a design 
criteria identifying 
strengths and 
weaknesses   

 

 Suggest how their 
product could be 
improved  

 

equipment to perform 

practical tasks e.g joining 

and finishing   

 Use simple finishing 

techniques   

 Use sewing skills to join 

materials   

 Confidently talk about 
their product   

 Evaluate their ideas and 
products against a design 
criteria identifying 
strengths and 
weaknesses   

 Suggest how their 
product could be 
improved  

 

 

 

 

 

 Select from and use a 

wide range of materials 

and components 

 Assemble, join and 

combine materials and 

components   

 Build structures, 

exploring how they can 

be made stronger, stiffer 

and more stable   

 Confidently talk about 
their product   

 Evaluate their ideas and 
products against a 
design criteria 
identifying strengths and 
weaknesses   

 Suggest how their 
product could be 
improved  

 

 

 



Religious Education 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Christianity 

 Year 1 revision 

 Jesus and stories 

 The care of Christians  
 

 

Knowledge: 

Belief in Jesus as special to God; 

introduction to Jesus as Son of 

God through special birth. Death 

and resurrection of Jesus as 

important to Christians. 

 

Jesus as important shown 
through Christmas, Easter stories; 
stories showing Jesus as healer, 
miracle worker, one who helped 
and cared for others, Jesus as 
teacher (introduction to 
parables), special teaching of 
Jesus – love God, love your 
neighbour (link to Belief concept).  
 

How Christians care for God’s 
creation (link to Worship concept 
– Harvest).  
 

 

Christianity 

 Leaders of the Church  

 Sunday Worship 
 
Knowledge: 

Leaders – introduction to local 
church leader e.g. 
vicar/priest/minister. 
 

Sunday worship in church e.g. 
vicar, reading Bible, singing, 
prayers, sermon, Eucharist, words 
and actions.  
 

Christianity 

 Baptism 

 Durham Cathedral  

 St Cuthbert 
 

 

Knowledge: 

How religious identity and 
belonging are expressed through 
baptism, services of dedication 
(symbols, actions, words, 
promises).  
 
Introduction to Durham Cathedral 
as a place of worship.  
 

Stories about St Cuthbert – how 
his Christian faith affected his life; 
and how his life had an impact 
then and now.  
 

Islam 

 Allah 

 Quran  

 Mohammed 

 Id-ul-Fitr 
 

Knowledge: 

The nature of Allah: One God, no 
partners, Creator who provides all 
things.  
 
The nature of Allah revealed in 
Qur’an: oneness of God, 99 
names of God, gives guidance 
through messengers and books.  
 
The Qur’an as a sacred book, how 
it is treated with respect.  
 
Introduction to Muhammad as 

the prophet of God; some stories 

from his life 

Islam 

 Salah 

 Mosque 

 Belonging 

 Way of life 
 

Knowledge: 

Introduction to Salah in the home.  
 
How religious identity and 
belonging are expressed through 
welcoming babies – whisper 
adhan in baby’s ear, honey on 
lips, aqiqah (cutting baby’s hair, 
naming).  
 
Worship in the mosque: salah 
prayer including call to prayer, 
wudu (washing), meanings of 
positions of prayer; Friday prayer 
(Jumu’ah).  
 

The importance of the home and 
family in bringing children up in 
the faith; developing Muslim 
values and showing commitment 
to Muslim way of life: e.g. respect 
for parents, elders, guests; 
honesty and good manners; 
obedience; watching parents 
perform ritual prayer (Salah), 
fasting (Sawm).  



How Muslim children show 
commitment to Islam through 
mosque school (learning Qur’an). 
 

Judaism 

 Yr 1 Revision  

 Creation & Tu B’Shevat 

 Ten Commandments 

 Synagogue 
 

Knowledge: 

Beliefs about creation and natural 

world; responsibility to be 



How religious identity and 
belonging are expressed through 
baptism, services of dedication 
(symbols, actions, words, 
promises).  
 

 

Introduction to Id-ul-Fitr, how this 
is celebrated in the home.  
 

 

 

thankful for and care for the 

created world (e.g. children’s tree 

panting ceremony – Tu B’Shevat) 

How Jews show responsibility to 
God’s creation e.g. Tu B’Shevat 
(tree planting).  
 

Ten Commandments and 613 
commandments.  
 

The synagogue as a place of 
worship, education, community. 
The main features of the 
synagogue and their significance.  
 

Skills: 

Reflection  
 • Reflecting on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices  
 
Empathy 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others  
• Developing the ability to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow  
• Seeing the world through the eyes of others, and seeing issues from their point of view 
 
Investigation  
• Asking relevant questions  
• Knowing how to gather information from a variety of sources  
• Knowing what may constitute evidence for justifying beliefs in religion 
 
Interpretation 
 • Drawing meaning from artefacts, works of art, music, poetry and symbolism  
• Interpreting religious language  
• Suggesting meanings of religious texts  
 
Evaluation 
• Debating issues of religious significance with reference to evidence and argument  
 
Analysis 
• Distinguishing between opinion and fact  
• Distinguishing between the features of different religions  
 
Synthesis  
• Linking significant features of religion together in a coherent pattern  
• Connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful whole  
 
Application 
• Making the association between religion and individual, community, national and international life  
 
Expression  
• Explaining concepts, rituals and practices  
• Expressing religious views, and responding to religious questions through a variety of media 



 

 

 

Personal development  

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge:  
Cycle 1  
New beginnings  
Getting on and Falling out  
Say no to bullying  
  
Cycle 2  
Keeping Safe  
Drug and Alcohol Education 
No Smoking 
Road Safety 
Stranger Danger 
Anti-Bullying 
Discrimination 
Racism 
Disability  
 
Skills: 

 Discussion 

 Debate 

 Presentation skills 

 Listening to the points of 

view of others 

 Team work 

 Resilience  

 Personal safety 

 Risk awareness  

 

Knowledge: 
Cycle 1  
Going for Goals  
Good to be Mme  
  
  
Cycle 2  
Caring for the Environment  
Environmental project; link to 
Forest School  
Charity  
Project work  

 

 

Skills: 

 Discussion 

 Debate 

 Presentation skills 

 Listening to the points of 

view of others 

 Team work 

 Resilience  

 Personal safety 

 Risk awareness  

 

Knowledge: 
Cycle 1  
Relationships  
Changes  
  
Cycle 2  
Financial Education  
Fairtrade 
Saving 
Budgeting 
Careers  
My Healthy Body 
Healthy diet 
Exercise 
Emotional well being  
 
Skills: 

 Discussion 

 Debate 

 Presentation skills 

 Listening to the points of 

view of others 

 Team work 

 Resilience  

 Personal safety 

 Risk awareness  

 
 



 

 

Music 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge:  

Singing and recorder 

Skills 

 Keep a steady pulse in a group and individually with musical accompaniment; understand 3/4 time 

and 4/4 time.   

 Copy back 2 bar rhythmic patterns from memory, clapping and/or using percussion; perform from 

simple notation (crotchets, quavers, minims) 

 Copy melodies using 2-3 pitches; compose and perform from more complicated rhythm grids 

including crotchets and rhythms.  

 Identify where elements change (tempo or volume) and replicate these changes in a simple 

performance. 

 Repeat back longer basic rhythms from memory (at least 2 bars) and add imitations of the rhythms 

as improvisation.  

 Play longer rhythmic patterns using un-tuned percussion and body percussion. Play simple tunes 

using tuned percussion (boomwhackers).  

 Sing songs in rounds and against other songs they fit with, and accompany with simple ostinatos on 

tuned percussion.  



PE 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge:  

Movement skills 

Handball 

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

Dodgeball  

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

Skills: 

Games  

 Use space well e.g. move 
into a space or jump to stop 
catch or strike a ball 

 Be a competent mover so 
that they can avoid others 
by controlling their body so 
they don’t fall over i.e. move 
forward, sideways and 
backwards at different 
speeds with control 

 Control and make decisions 
when playing with balls of 
various sizes & shapes; roll & 
throw underarm/overarm to 
a partner, receive balls of 
various sizes and shapes 
from a partner, bounce & 
catch on the spot and on the 
move, strike & receive the 
ball with a foot & hit a ball 
with a bat when playing with 
a partner 

 Make up simple rules with 
others to make the game 
enjoyable and challenging 

 Understand simple tactics to 
outwit a partner/small team 
when attacking or defending 

  Include others in their 
games 

 Begin to recognise what 
they and others can do well 

 Knowledge: 

Basketball 

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

Gymnastics 

 Sequencing 

 Balance 

 Travel 

 Jump 

 Roll  

Dance 

 Compose 

 Perform 

 Appreciate  

Football  

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

 

Skills: 

Games- see Autumn term 

Dance  

 Respond appropriately to 
a variety of stimuli 
through movement 

 Move with appropriate 
actions and timing in 
response to a stimulus  

 Use own ideas to 
sequence dance  

 Sequence and remember 
a short dance 

 Show the spatial 
awareness to make the 
transition from whole 
group/solo dance to duet 
and back to whole 
group/solo 

 Knowledge: 

Athletics  

 Running 

 Jumping 

 Throwing  

Cricket 

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

Dance 

 Compose 

 Perform 

 Appreciate  

Tennis  

 Physical skills 

 Thinking skills 

 Team skills  

 

Skills: 

 Games- see Autumn term 

Dance- see Spring term 

Athletics 

 Run for 1 minute or 
longer 

 Show differences in 
running at speed and 
jogging 

 Use different 
techniques to meet 
challenges 

 Describe different 
ways of running 

 Explain what is 

successful or how to 

improve in races 

 Perform the 5 basic 
jumps with control 



 Keep to rules so that they 
and others enjoy an activity 

 Begin to recognise how they 
 

 Move spontaneously 
showing some control 
and co-ordination 

 Move with confidence 
when e.g. walking, 
hopping, jumping, 
landing 

 Move with rhythm in the 
above actions 

 Demonstrate good 
balance, which comes 
from an increasing 
awareness, control and 
strength in the core 
when bending, 
stretching, twisting and 
turning 

 Move in time with music 

 Co-ordinate arm and leg 
actions e.g. march and 
clap 

 Interacts with a partner 
e.g. holding hands, 
swapping places, meeting 
and parting 

 Use imagination in dance 
activities 

 Recognise that dance is 
an enjoyable activity 

 Recognise the changes in 

the body when dancing 

and how this can 

contribute to keeping 

healthy 

Gymnastics  

 Continue to develop the 

balances described in 

EYFS with greater 

strength control 

 Develop balance on front 

and back so that 

extended arms and legs 

are held off the floor  

 Challenge balance and 

use of core strength by 

exploring and developing 

use of upper body 

strength taking weight on 

hands and feet 

 Begin to travel on hands 

and feet.  

 Perform 
combinations of the 
above 

 Show control at take-
off and landing 

 Describe different 
ways of jumping 

 Explain what is 
successful or how to 
improve 

 Throw into targets 

 Perform a range of 
throwing actions e.g. 
rolling, underarm, 
overarm 

 Describe different 
ways of throwing 

 Explain what is 
successful or how to 
improve 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Monkey walk  

 Caterpillar walk  

 Bunny hop 

  Explore shape in the air 

when jumping and 

landing with control 

 Continue to develop 

control in the Pencil and 

Dish rolls. 

 Begin to extend the Egg 

roll into the Teddy Bear 

roll by performing the 

roll with legs apart 

 Rock and Roll 

 Tipper Truck 



Forest School 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Knowledge:  

 Shelter building 

 Geographical skills and navigation 

 Play/ exploration 

 Using tools 

 Knots 

 Using a fire and cooking  

Skills:  

Shelter building 

 Independent use of tripod structures (animal den building) 

 Introduction to lashing and frapping techniques to make frames  

 Create a lean to shelter, independently or with limited support 

Geographical skills and navigation 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) 

 Use directional language (near and far; left and right) 

 Describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 Recognise landmarks and human and physical features  

 Devise a simple map and use basic symbols in a key 

Play/ exploration 

 Re-enforce rules and boundaries of forest schools 

 Move logs safely with support first   

 Build a bridge  

 Become a nature detective  

 Get soaking wet in the rain 

 Bird watching  

Using tools 

 Continuation of the use of basic tools, larger ropes and independent cutting of string  

 Use of bow saw 1-1 to cut discs and peelers for whittling 

Knots 

 More sophisticated use of knots for attaching to structures and trees 

 Example - Overhand knot and half hitch 

 Lashing and frapping techniques to make frames 

Using the fire and cooking 

 Experience using fire strikers to spark a flame  

 Light a piece of cotton wool (fairy pillow) 



 

 Fire safety and the fire triangle 


