
 

 

 

THORNHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PRIMARY CURRICULUM 
 

 

How we teach each subject at 

Thornhill Primary School 



MATHS 
 

At Thornhill Primary School, we are following the new primary maths 

curriculum 2014, which aims to develop mathematical fluency and 

confidence. 

Within our teaching we put a high emphasis on practical activities using a 

range of resources such as Dienes maths blocks, Numicon resources, 

Cuisenaire Rods, a variety of ICT resources including Education City and 

maths apps on the IPADs. This hands on approach to maths means children 

can apply maths to real life and be competent problem solvers. 

We use a scheme of work called Teejay Mathematics, which focusses on 

children practising and consolidating their learning, so they develop quick 

mental maths and efficient and effective written maths. 

Throughout school there is a focus on learning times tables (up to 12×12) 

and children collect stickers as they learn each times table and are awarded 

with a special pencil when they know up to 12×12. 

We focus on knowing our number bonds quickly and accurately and children 

work in small groups to achieve this speed and efficiency. We have 

introduced a weekly Maths Fact Test (10 questions) to help support children 

with this. These facts are given out on a Tuesday and children are tested  

on the following Monday. 

We are passionate in our teaching of mathematics and want to make sure 

every child leaves our school as a confident mathematician. 



ENGLISH 
 

At Thornhill Primary School, we believe that literacy and communication are 

key life skills and that it is our role, through the English curriculum, to help 

children develop the skills and knowledge that will enable them to 

communicate effectively and creatively with the world at large, through 

spoken and written language. Through a love of reading that is embedded 

within our school, we strive to help children to enjoy and appreciate 

literature and its rich variety. 

 
As a school, we aim to promote high standards of language and literacy by 

equipping children with a strong command of the spoken and written word, 

and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading both 

across the curriculum and at home. As a school, we aim to ensure that all 

pupils: 

 

o read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

o develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 

information 

o acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 

knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 

language 

o appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

o write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and 

style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

o use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and 

explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

o are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 

presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 



Phonics and Reading 

 

At Thornhill we are passionate about reading and we strive to make sure 

that all our children develop a love of reading and of books and that every 

child leaves us as a reader. 

When our children begin school it is the start of an exciting learning journey. 

Great emphasis is placed on teaching our children to read in the early and 

infant years. Then we move towards our children becoming more   

independent learners and being able to use reading to learn in the junior 

years. 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One we deliver a 

consistent approach to phonics using a programme called Letters and 

Sounds supported with Jolly Phonics. Every pupil in Key Stage One works 

through the programme to help them decode (sound out) words that they 

read and spell. At the same time as learning new sounds the children are 

also introduced to tricky words (words which cannot be sounded out 

phonetically) such as go, said and she. Using a combination of whole class, 

small group and one to one work on a daily basis allows staff to pin point 

any individual who may need additional support in this area and will plan 

intervention activities if needed. This programme is continued into Key Stage 

Two using a combination of Jolly Phonics and Jolly Grammar for children who 

require it. We believe strongly that our children need to practice and learn 

these early sounds and words on a daily basis and we really value the 

support of our parents with this. 

 

Once children are ready to read they begin reading books from the Oxford 

Reading Tree scheme and Project X. We supplement these with a wide range 

of Usborne books and ‘real’ books by well known authors. The children are 

encouraged to read a balance of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

This structured programme of phonics and reading helps to ensure that our 

children are well prepared for the Phonics Screening Check which takes 

place at the end of Year One. 

In Key Stage One children have a daily reading session which is adult led,   

during which time they practice their reading and comprehension skills and 

have opportunities to read for pleasure. 

 

In Key Stage Two children also have a daily reading session during which 

time they practice their word reading and develop their comprehension skills. 

Children who require a little more support with their reading spend time 

reading with the teacher or support assistant in small groups and on an 

individual basis. 

In Key Stage Two children continue to progress through the Oxford Reading 

Tree and Project X reading scheme. Children are supported with a range of 

books which 



are carefully matched to their reading age and their interest age to ensure 

that they enjoy reading and can still access quality books and challenged 

with a wide range of ‘real’ books by well known authors such as Michael 

Morpurgo 

In Key Stage Two we use class texts which form the basis of much of the 

writing and other work that the children do within their classes. These texts 

are matched to many of the topics covered in other areas of the curriculum. 

This helps to make learning real, fun and purposeful. 

 

Oxford Reading Buddies and Accelerated Reader are online programmes 

used to further develop reading comprehension in both KS1 and KS2 

respectively.  

 

Opportunities for reading Pupils also read regularly in other areas of the 

curriculum and in other parts of the school day through: 

 
o Guided Reading – Teachers work with small groups of pupils to teach 

specific and targeted reading skills in a book that is sufficiently 

challenging. 

o Reading Across the Curriculum – Pupils read a range of books and 

media linked to other areas of their learning. 

o Story Time – Throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 

One and Key Stage Two, stories and poems are read to pupils for 

them to hear good examples of reading aloud and to develop an 

enthusiasm for reading books themselves. 

 

 
 

Speaking and Listening 

 

Our pupils are surrounded by language at every opportunity at Thornhill. 

Lessons include lots of speaking and listening activities, drama sessions and 

role play as well as daily story telling sessions. We support vocabulary 

development with the introduction of many new words during structured play, 

reading and discussion sessions. 

 
We aim to provide high quality models of spoken English as we believe that 

the quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for 

developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading 

and writing. 



Writing 

 

When teaching writing at Thornhill, we look at transcription (spelling and 

handwriting) alongside composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in 

speech and writing). using correct punctuation and grammar to make ideas 

better understood). 

 
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on 

spelling quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship between 

sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the word structure and 

spelling structure of words. Effective composition involves forming, articulating 

and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader. 

This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and  

an increasing sophistication in word choices, punctuation and grammar. 

 
Throughout a range of topics, children at Thornhill are given opportunities to 

write in a variety of genres, including story writing (adventure, science fiction, 

horror, comedy), persuasive wiring (leaflets, letters, arguments), instructions 

(recipes, how to…..), and recounts (newspaper reports, diaries, biographies). 

 
As well as being taught specific skills, children are given carefully planned 

opportunities to practice and apply these essential skills throughout our topic 

work (e.g. explanations in Science, directions in Geography and historical 

reports in History.) 

 
The main focus for writing in the Early Years Foundation Stage in learning to write 

letters accurately with the correct formation and then build these up in to words. 

In Key Stage One the focus of writing is accuracy of handwriting, spelling and basic 

punctuation. 

As the children move into Key Stage Two the focus of their writing continues 

to be accuracy of basic skills as well as content of what they write. 

 
From Year One all pupils in our school have a weekly spelling test. All 

children are assessed at the beginning of the school year and are grouped 

accordingly. The spellings that the pupils receive are made up of specific 

words for their year group (from the National Curriculum) and words which 

relate to the particular spelling rule that they have learned in their spelling 

lessons and Schonell spelling lists. We have a whole school spelling 

competition each week where the class with the fewest incorrect spellings 

wins some free time. 



SCIENCE 

 

At Thornhill Primary School Science is taught in a lively, practical way. 

Scientific enquiry is at the heart of Science, with lessons designed to 

stimulate pupil’s natural curiosity, to provide them with the necessary 

investigative skills and to enable them to have secure knowledge of the 

subject content. Our core Science scheme is Collins Snap 

 
This scheme has a clear progression framework of the ‘big ideas’ in Science. 

It ensures that children are continually building upon their prior learning as 

they systematically develop their understanding of key ideas and their 

scientific skills. Investigative science at Thornhill Primary School is structured 

from Year One to Year Six with pupils using a ‘Science Shape Code’, a tool 

developed within our school. This supports the progressive development of 

the skills of investigation and enables our children to become increasingly 

independent in their investigations as they reach the end of Key Stage Two. 

 

COMPUTING 

 

Computing is divided into three sections: computer science, digital literacy 

and I.T. We will teach the subject through the use of bee-bots, pro-bots and 

roamers to create simple programs and move onto looking at more complex 

computer programs such as Logo, Flowol/Go, Scratch and Kodo, which will 

allow children to bring their ideas to life in animations and in creating their 

own computer games. All children will have a progressive scheme of work to 

ensure that they are able to stay safe while using technology and have an 

understanding of how networks and search engines operate. The children will 

use both I-pads and laptops within school to research, develop and present 

their learning in creative and unique ways. 

 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Design and Technology at Thornhill primary school is designed to provide 

the children with practical skills that they can apply to real-life. We have 

experts from the D&T field – including Technology Tom who works 

throughout the school to design and build mechanical projects. Children are 

given the opportunity to design, make, evaluate and increase their technical 

knowledge of the world. Our children will get the opportunity to complete 

creative and practical activities that cover cooking and nutrition as well as 

building from a set of instructions and fixing bikes. 



ART 
 

At Thornhill Primary School art is taught by teachers and specialists across 

all year groups. Teachers follow the guidance given in our skill progression 

booklet to ensure continuity and progression. Within each year the following 

skills are taught; mark making/drawing, working with colour/painting, printing, 

textiles and collage, sculpture. 
 

It is expected that the children study a famous artist, both past and present, 

each year. In Year Four the children will spend a whole day working with a 

local artist. A secondary school art specialist will work alongside our   

teachers to help develop their subject knowledge. 

 

P.S.H.C.E. 
 

At Thornhill Primary School we believe that education in PSHCE enables 

children to become healthier, more independent and more responsible 

members of society. We encourage our children to play a positive role in 

contributing to the life of the school and the wider community. We  

emphasise active learning by including children in discussions, investigations, 

games, circle time activities, drama and problem solving. We also ensure that 

our children experience the processes of democracy and peer mediation 

through participation in the school council and Buddy playtime support  

group. 
 

We teach PSHCE in a variety of ways. We work from the SEAL (Social, 

Emotional Aspects of Learning) resources and each class presents their work 

at a half termly school assembly. 

 
PSCHE can be taught as a discrete subject if there is a specific focus or on 

other occasions as part of teaching in other subjects. Also as there is a 

large overlap between the programme of study for religious education and 

the aims of PSHCE, therefore we deliver a considerable amount of the  

PSHCE curriculum through religious education lessons. Finally we create 

opportunities for PSHCE through whole school events such as weekly 

assemblies, periods of reflection in class, healthy tuck shops to assist with 

economic understanding, and our Key Stage Two residential visit, where  

there is a particular focus on developing our children’s self-esteem, giving 

them opportunities to develop leadership skills and to work on positive team 

work. Religious Education At Thornhill Primary School we believe that 

Religious Education should help pupils to acquire and develop knowledge  

and understanding of Religion; Christianity and the other principle religions 

represented in Great Britain. It should help our children to develop an 



understanding of and respect for the influence of beliefs, authority, values 

and tradition on individuals, community, societies and cultures. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Religious Education is taught in accordance with the Durham Agreed Syllabus 

(revised 2012).It is taught continuously from Reception class throughout Key 

Stages 1 and 2 and although it is not statutory in Nursery it forms valuable 

educational experiences and therefore, in line with the agreed syllabus, it is 

taught within our Nursery. 

 
A wide range of opportunities and learning experiences are designed for our 

children in which they develop their knowledge and understanding of  

religions through investigation of religious approaches to life which involves 

learning and thinking critically about religions, exploring living practices, 

teachings, skills and attitudes within religions. Children are also encouraged 

to undertaken personal reflection through consideration of a personal 

response to religion which involves, learning from religions, reflecting on 

religious ideas, views and perceptions and how they may relate to personal 

understanding and life experiences. 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

Geography is taught as a discrete subject. Fieldwork, first hand observations 

and geographical skills and knowledge are taught, where possible, through 

the use of the local and surrounding area. Practical activities and high 

quality resources are also used; each class has a set of Oxford Primary 

Atlases. 

 
Physical Education 

 

At Thornhill, we offer a high quality physical education curriculum to inspire 

all pupils to succeed in competitive sport and physically demanding activities. 

Through specialist teaching, opportunities are provided for pupils to become 

physically confident and competent in a broad range of activities, supporting 

their health and fitness. In addition, we hope to encourage values of fairness 

and respect and the resilience required for self-improvement. 

Alongside the curriculum, extra-curricular activities are offered by teaching 

staff and external instructors. Pupils regularly participate in league fixtures in 



football, netball and basketball and competitions in gymnastics, cricket and 

athletics within the School Sports Partnership. 

HISTORY 
 

At Thornhill we teach history in an engaging manner through practical hands 

on learning. We deliver high quality sessions throughout each year group in 

order to ensure that pupils gain and develop an in-depth understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Pupils’ develop their historical 

understanding through various activities that promote independence and 

research skills. Pupils demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of past 

historical events in their class assemblies, where they share their learning  

with the rest of the school. Developing an awareness of the past and 

chronology is an essential part of our history lessons here at Thornhill. We 

encourage our children to be inquisitive and to ask questions about the   

past. Learning, understanding and using historical vocabulary is also an 

essential part of our history teaching. 

 
In Key Stage One history lessons are taught as part of a topic for example, 

the Great Fire of London. Lessons are however, taught discretely to allow 

children to solely develop their historical understanding and a range of key 

skills. In our Key Stage Two classes each class focuses upon a range of 

topics so that throughout their time in the juniors they will revisit topics  

such as the Romans every year. The children will also focus on historical 

events in chronological order (e.g Year 3 Dinosaurs, Year 4 The Stone Age, 

Year The Bronze Age and Year 6 The Iron Age). The children will have 

opportunities to build upon their prior knowledge whilst developing their 

understanding about other historical concepts and aspects of the period. By 

doing this we feel that our children will gain a deeper, greater understanding 

of the important eras of history. 

 

Languages 

 

Languages are taught in KS2 by a specialist secondary school teacher from 

St John’s RCVA Comprehensive School, Bishop Auckland. 



Music 

 

At Thornhill Primary School we aim to introduce children to a wide range of 

musical activities over the course of the seven years, in line with the new 

National Curriculum. When pupils start at the school they learn basic music 

skills, including keeping time with a beat, clapping simple rhythms, exploring 

different timbres/sounds and singing a variety of songs, some of which have 

movement (keeping time with the beat). As children progress and have a 

greater understanding of music and its elements , they learn to read music 

and apply this knowledge using the recorder in Year 3, a Brass instrument in 

Year 4 and recorder and ukulele in Years 5 and 6. They listen to and 

evaluate music, discussing it using musical language.  Singing practice is  

held once a week for the whole school, aiming to raise the overall standard 

of singing across the board. 


